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--Dear Chairman Kennard: . . .~ ﬁEOFmESECHEmBX.m_," )

I am enclosing correspondence from numerous constituents of
mine, who are quite concerned about and opposed to proposed rule
. .MM97-182 by the Federal Communications Commission, which would
preempt state and local zoning and land use restrictions om the
siting, placement and construction of broadcast station
transmission facilities.

I share their concern Ovey tHE potentidlly riegative impact s
of this rule on local airports and governments and ask that you
consider their views in your agency's on-going comment and review
period. 1 am aware that the public comment period ended November
1, 1997, but I understdnd that furtheér review will extend through

December, at which time you and the Commissioners will begin your
consideration.

constituents, as well as being apprised of the Commission's
decision regarding this proposed change. Thank you.
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The Honorable Thad Cochran>w o
United States Senate
326 Russell Office Building

Re: Federal Communication Commission
NPRM Docket: MM97-182

We have notified the Federal Communications Commission by the
enclosed letter that Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport Authority

strongly opposes this rule change.

To summarize, FCC proposes to preempt airport and local
government review of aeronautical obstructions (tall towers)

related to the new digital television (DTV) system proposed Ior The

Nation. However, the proposed new time constraints and automatic
approval process threaten to negatively impact our airport capacity
and the future of safe and efficient air commerce in the Nation.

As serious, the rule would shift new costs onto is as an unfunded
mandate, and further alter the burden of proof to weigh heavily on

airports and local government rather than maintain a public private
sector balance.

For these reasons, the Gulfport -Biloxi Reglonal Airport
Authority asks that you urge rejection of this proposed rule.

you for your support.

Slncerely,

“Please let us know if you need further information, and-thank:

GULFPORT-BILOXI REGIONAL
AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Y 79 ‘z/vu,l, o
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G.B. Werby, Chalrman

GBW/cw
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14035-L Airport Road ¢ Guifpart, MS 39503 » 601 B63-5351 » fax: 601 B63-5953
website: http://www.gulfcoast.org/gpt ¢ e-mail: gpt@qulfcoast.org
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Office of Secretary

Federal Communications Commxssion I
Hashington.fDC 20554 . DR e T T

REF: Docket #97-182

Dear Secretary: - i

I am writing in regard to the notice of proposed rule making
on the Preemption of State and Local Zoning and Land USe
Restrictions on the Siting Placement of Broadcast Station
Transwission Facilities.

I am very much against any rules which allow the preempting
of local and state rules. This is against the intent of our

constitution in the separation_gf federal and stale power. 7T 7

As the proposed change suggests, the broadcast industry will
be given the right to do whatever they please to site their DTV
towers and other displaced broadcasting towers.

I don’t feel that =
this would be fair as it seems_that the federal goveriment 18, at
rhaa

the -oxpense 6f thé local “and state citizens, supporting the very
industry the FCC is supposed to regulate. The claim that the
broadcaster can‘t meet the deadline is not to me a valid reason

to take away the rights of local and_stare gowernment U +to TEgUiate
the wse-of-1tTs 1andt

Tt Is my opinion that if there is a problem
it is with the deadline. DTV is not something that is essential
to life. Why do we even have to force the transition to DTV? I
think the FCC sheculd spend more time regularing the sontent on T
... . the ewxisting broadease ™V. The poor cpallty standards of content
and the obscenity that is allowed to be broadcast is of greater
importance than changing the broadcast standards. I don’t want to o
have to go out and buy a new TV just to receive the. same—pooTr
e @uality MV in g uew qualIty format.
I also have a real concern with this ruling. It will help
prevent avi: .(on interests from controlling vhere towers are .
placed in r_spect to airports and airways,. There are many———— "
o ....airports. in the country Who have tried hard to control the
placement of towers that will affect the use of their airport.
I know of small airports that are unable to have a useful
instrument approach procedure because of existing tall teowere—Ff—— "
_we _allow easing-ef Yocal and Stafé control the new towers will
restrict further efforts of airports to improve their instrument
flight rule capabilities. This is a very critical issue now in

aviation as the FAA is moving to prqyidg satellite based T



navigation through GRS satellites. Phe use of GPS fOY eén route

and terminal approach navigation will allow any airport with the
required airspace clearance to have an instrument approach as
good as any major airport in the country. If that community canﬂ}"’A,ﬁ,we
have a means of controllipg development around thelr —airport they
"Will Iose the full capability of that airport.
There can be a simple solution to this problem. Extend the
deadline for DTV services to begin. If there is a siting problem I
with an individual broadcaster,.simply give that {irm an T
€xtension to complete the work. With just this bit of simple
logic the situation can be handled without taking awav the rights

of the states and local governments to control their regulations

Thanklng you for your conmsideration in this Tegard:™ “THIis 18
impsttant change and it should be very carefully considered.

Sincerely,
A//

Cllnton B Pomeray
Director of Av1atlop

CBP/je

CC: Senator Thad Cochran , ) o S
... - Senatoi TLeRt LOTL

Congressman Mike Parker
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- Deaxr Chairman Kennard:

I am enclosing correspondence from numerous constituents of
mine, who are quite concerned about and opposed to proposed rule

-MM97-182 by the Federal Communications Commission, which would
preempt state and local zoning and land use reéstrictisng on the —

siting, placement and construction of broadcast station
transmission facilities.

I share their conCern oveér the potéentially negative impact—
of this rule on local airports and governments and ask that you
consider their views in your agency's on-going comment and review
period. I am aware that the public comment period ended November

1, 1997, but T understand that furtheér review will extend -through

December, at which time you and the Commissioners will begin your
consideration.

constituents, as well as being apprised of the Commission's
decision regarding this proposed change. Thank you.

- I would appreciateé your assistaiice in respondingte—wy——
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